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Number of psges with this cwfw 2

My apologie$ for not contacting you sarlier, but would like to share our thoughts M* you
and se~k your support for them as you deem appropriate.

Thanks,
Lloyd Knight
MEW Committee on Pharmaceutical and Biologic hues
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October 4, 1999

Dr. Sundlof.

The Amerk,xm Association of IXwine Practitioners’ Committee on Pharrnaceulicd and
Biologic lssue$ looks forward ta participating in the December and February m~etings
related to antimicrobial resistance in food producing animals.

We strongly feel that the existing degree of risk of antimicrobial resistance in humans due
to antimicrobial use in animals should be Mwmirmd. Without an assessment uf the
overall risk to people ut’antimicrobial use in animals, monitoring of effects of policies to
reduce resistance in peop[e with changes in antimicrobial use m availability for animals
wnuld be meaningless. A reduction in risk implies there ISa value for risk.

Likewisel a value for risk is rwcessaty to determine the cost of intewentions intended to
reduce risk For example, if an intemention cost $1O,OMIand it reducxd the risk from an
est!matad 5 vwrk days lost per case of sicknes$ due to antimicrobial resistance cxw.xmdby
antimimobial use in food animals to 4.75 wrk days per case, policy makers wuld have to
decide if the $40,000 per murk day was H good public investment.

!3milar!y, thresholds should be determln~d based on c.alcukatiorts mtemled to show that
above a certain [wet risk will change, If an antMotic with an easily attainable MC for a
selected pathogan ISfound to have a small shift in MIC, the risk may rermun constant.

In summary, without a beginning assewmwnt of the risk of antimicrobial resistance in
humans due to the use of antimkmbials in anmlals, the mad to establish rwsistwm.e
thresholds, change preapprcwai studies, or the effect of any other pcdicies to redtxx! risk
would be difficult to measure,

We vmuld encourage the parttilpation in the future meetings of Drs. Kathy Evwrt and Dave
Dargatz. We fee! that both have demonstrated knowledge and impartial judgment
important to the success LXthe meetings.

The AABP ve~ much !ooks forward to participation by member veterinarians and other
experts at the C&. 9-10 and Feb. 22-23 meetings.

Sincerely yw.m,

~b)ld ~. Knight
Committee cm Pharmaceutical and 13idu@cIswes
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This documcrd is in(cndcd only fnr !hc usc 01’ fit p~y 10 whom i[ is addrq~cd. II may con~ain information that is privileged. con fidcmial. or

odrwwisc pmtcclcd from disc(o~um undc, Fcdc~~ [aw. lfyou wc noI IhC ~dmfscc. or a pcrsDn aufiflr;zcd 10 dtlivcr [he documcrrt 10 lhc
addrcsscc. you arc hereby nmiticd Iha[ any di~closum, copying. distibutimr. o; acdon based on lhc comtcn[j o~lhis documem is slricll~
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Thank yOLI,

From the desk O(
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Center for Veterinary Medicine
Pohcy and Regulallons Staff
7500 Standish Place, HfW-6

Rockville. Ma@and 20B55

Phone. 301-
Fax 301-827-5510


